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Brothers, 
 
  Welcome to February.  We had an outstanding crowd at the 
February Business Meeting.  Thank you to all who were able 
to attend.  As always, we enjoyed a great dinner, the 
fellowship was outstanding, and the meeting was successful.  
During the meeting, several of our well-coached Brothers were 
presented with an Ahiman Rezon and Certificate for 
completing the MM Proficiency.  These proficiencies require 
time and energy.  Both are appreciated.  Among events 
discussed was the Charity Golf Tournament between 
Lexington 152 and Sinclair 154.  Indian Trail Golf Course in 
Batesburg-Leesville has been reserved for 14 April 2012 with a 
shotgun start at 7:45 am.  Lexington 152 and Sinclair 154 are 
responsible for 9 teams each playing to raise money for the 
Charity of choice and “bragging rights” (I really think we can 
win the “prize”).  Regardless of which Lodge “wins” the golf, 
both Lodges win. 
We need golfers, hole sponsors, support staff (tables and 
chairs moved, cooks, shoppers, etc.).  If you are interested in 
participating, please contact Brothers John Philibert, Mike 
Anderson, or myself.  Additional information to be provided 
very soon. 
 
I would like to thank all who participated in the Instructional 
Meeting that was held at B-L 138 on 21 January.  Lexington 
152 had high attendance with all officers present with some of 
our members involved in instruction.  Lexington 152 was well 
represented. 
 
This Monday, 13 February, we will be having an EA Degree.  
This is an important event for these candidates that should be 
remembered.  Please attend if possible.  We need your 
support. 
 
We have much potential and many opportunities ahead of us.  
One of us by ourselves can make a difference.  Many of us 
pulling in in the same direction can make a big difference.  
Please participate in these opportunities if possible. 
 
 
Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to 
hear. Slow to speak, slow to wrath.      James 1:19 
 
Anyone who stops learning is old, whether at twenty or 
eighty.  Anyone who keeps learning stays young.  The 
greatest thing in life is to keep you mind young.   
              Henry Ford 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mo 
Worshipful Master 

 
 

 
 
 
 

February is upon us already and knock on wood, this winter 
has been great and is shaping up to be another industrious 
season at the lodge. We have several candidates waiting pa-
tiently and ready to start there Masonic journey in the coming 
weeks. Along with new candidates comes the need for dedi-
cated Brothers to volunteer their services and serve as coach-
es. I won’t lie; coaching is very time consuming, but it is also 
one of the most important and rewarding duties you can per-
form within the lodge. Everyone remembers their coach; so 
think back (for some of you waaaaay back) to when you first 
walked through those doors and the impact that your coach 
had on you, now you have the opportunity to have that same 
impact on others. 
 
During our January business meeting we had great participa-
tion and a welcomed increase in attendance; hopefully this will 
start a trend and some old faces will once again become com-
mon place in the lodge. Our candidates are expecting, and de-
serve nothing less than, a full lodge room of dedicated broth-
ers to help them on their way with the first steps of their life-
long journey in Freemasonry. Hopefully we can maintain what 
we started with the attendance last month and maybe even im-
prove on it throughout the year.  And for you Brothers out there 
that haven’t visited the Lodge recently and have reservations 
because they feel “rusty” or don’t recall the ritual, don’t worry 
we are here to help. You learned it once and with the assis-
tance of your Brothers, you can learn it again. I encourage you 
to come down, enjoy the fellowship, support our lodge, greet 
new brothers, and share your experiences with all of us as a 
brother in our great fraternity. 
 
 I look forward to working with all of the officers in the coming 
year and if any of the officers wish to practice their ritual, let 
me know and we can set up a practice session with all who are 
interested in attending. We can all benefit from the practice 
and enjoy the fellowship that the practice brings. Our last prac-
tice was highly successful at the lodge and I encourage all of 
the officers to participate in practices scheduled in the future.  
 
Sincerely and Fraternally, 
 
 

John D. Philibert Jr 
Senior Warden 

aŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ŜƴƛƻǊ ²ŀǊŘŜƴ 

Saturday, April 14th 
Indian Trail Golf Course 

Lexington Lodge and Sinclair Lodge will compete in a charity 
golf tournament.  Entry fee is $60 per player.  More infor-
mation will be provided as we move closer.  Sponsors and 
volunteers will be needed. 



 

February 2012 Elsewhere  About the Lodge  2 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The regularly scheduled Business Meeting was held on Monday, Feb-
ruary 6th, at Lexington Lodge.  There was and outstanding turnout for 
the meeting, with 36 brothers in attendance. 
 

District Deputy Grand Master, Charlie Scofield congratulated the lodge 
for an excellent participation in the recent Instructional Meeting, held at 
Batesburg-Leesville Lodge 138.  We had 100% participation of all offic-
ers and had the highest number of participants present at 14 brothers. 
 

A prayer was offered by Chaplin, Neil Baker, for all who are departed, 
sick, or ailing.  We offer our condolences, our prayers, and hopes for 
speedy recoveries for those who are ailing. 
Stamped copies of the Ahiman Rezon along with a certificate were 
presented to brothers who stood for their proficiency on the Master 
Degree. Lead by Coach Jeremy Frazier with the assistance of WB Joey 
Frazier, we offer congratulations to, Matt Baker, Neil Baker, Michael 
Collins, David Frye, Bryan Kyzer, Brian Sandifer, and Justin Wooten. 
 
Secretary Dick Kyzer read the minutes from the January meeting.  
They were cleared and approved as read.  Brother David “Big Bird” Key 
gave his monthly financial report for the lodge. 
 
The ballot box was prepared and the lodge voted for Stewart Robertson 
to enter as a candidate for the EA degree.  The candidate passed the 
vote and he will stand before the lodge next week when Lexington 
Lodge will have an Entered Apprentice on Monday, February 13th.  
Supper at 6:45 pm, meeting at 7:30.  That will be all of the degree work 
for February. 
 

SW John Philibert, who chairs our Fundraising Committee, addressed 
the lodge with details regarding potential upcoming fundraising events 
which include a golf tournament to be held with Sinclair Lodge 154 on 
Saturday, April 14th, at Indian Trail Golf Course.  More information will 
be forthcoming on that soon.  We also discussed the idea of a Poker 
Run and a Spaghetti Dinner and will discuss those items again in the 
March Business Meeting. 
 

JD, Mike Anderson, presented information to the lodge regarding the 
mailing of tie newsletter to all members of Lexington Lodge who do not 
have an email address on file with us.  The number is roughly 250 and 
it is cost prohibitive to mail a copy.  Anderson suggested we instead 
send a post card to the same list, asking for email addresses and let-
ting the brethren know what’s going on in the lodge.  He will present a 
sample post card at the EA Meeting this month. 
 

WB Todd Scofield presented to Secretary Dick Kyzer, and the lodge, 
an amendment to the bylaws of our lodge concerning particulars of the 
charity account.  It will be read again at the March and April Business 
Meetings before being put to a vote. 
 

Worshipful Mo Bostic recognized Brother Earl Eads for his continuing 
work in maintaining the grounds of our lodge.  Great job Brother Eads! 
 

Your lodge depends on your support, join us soon and often! 
 
 

Editorôs Note: Somewhere in this newsletter is a hidden Masonic 
symbol. Can you find it? First correct answer following prayer 
at  the February Business Meeting eats for FREE!  Good Luck! 

Hereôs the symbol you are looking for.  (Hint: Size 
may vary!) 
It’s a variation of the Square & Compass calling 
upon yet another craft...that of Barbering. 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February 2012 

Mo Bostic, Worshipful Master  

John Philibert, Senior Warden  

Chris Lake, Junior Warden  

Dick Kyzer, Secretary  

David Key, Treasurer  

Randy Browning, Senior Deacon  

Mike Anderson, Junior Deacon  

Lee Padgett, Steward  

George Black, Steward  

Neil Baker, Chaplain  

Jim Green, Tiler  

 

Our lodge is located at 105 West Butler Street in downtown Lex-
ington, South Carolina and was founded in 1869.  Our regular 
monthly communication is held the 1st Monday of the month. 
Our newsletter, Elsewhere About the Lodge, is compiled and 
edited by Brother Mike Anderson. 
 
Advertising, contributions, and  inquiries should be sent to: 
lexlodge152@gmail.com or you may contact the editor at (803) 
917-7071.  Copies are available upon request. 20
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Front L-R: Jim Green - Tiler, Randy Browning - Sr. Deacon, Mike 
Anderson - Jr. Deacon, Neil Baker - Chaplain 
Back L-R: George Black - Steward, David Key - Treasurer, John 
Philibert - Sr. Warden, Mo Bostic - Worshipful Master, Chris Lake - 
Jr. Warden, Dick Kyzer - Secretary, Lee Padgett - Steward 

District 8 held an annual Instructional Meeting on Saturday, January 
21st.  It was hosted by Batesburg Lodge 138 and attended by officers 
from each of the districts 8 lodges.  Proudly, Lexington 152 had 100% 
participation of all officers and also had the largest number attending. 
The Instructional Meeting keeps lodges educated and informed to 
assure the continuity of the craft for generations to come. 

Lexington Lodge 152 Attends in Numbers 
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The Story Behind  

The Forget Me Not Emblem  

 
In the years between World War I and World 
War II, the blue Forget Me Not Emblem (Das 
Vergissmeinnicht) was a standard symbol used 
by most charitable organizations in Germany, 
with a very clear meaning:  
ñDo not forget the poor and the destituteñ. 

 
It was first introduced in German Masonry in 1926, well before the 
Nazi era, at the annual Communication of the Grand Lodge Zur 
Sonne, in Bremen, where it was distributed to all the participants. 
That was a terrible time in Germany, economically speaking, 
further aggravated in 1929 following that year’s Great Depression. 
 
That economic situation, contributed to Hitler’s accession to 
power. Many people depended on charity, some of which was 
Masonic. Distributing the forget-me-not at the Grand Lodge 
Communication was meant to remind German Brethren of the 
charitable activities of the Grand Lodge.  
 
In early 1934, it became evident that Freemasonry was in 
danger.  In that same year, the Grand Lodge of the Sun (one of 
the pre-war German Grand Lodges, located in Bayreuth) realizing 
the grave dangers involved, adopted the little blue Forget Me Not 
flower as a substitute for the traditional square and compasses. 
 
It was felt the flower would provide brethren with an outward 
means of identification while lessening the risk of possible 
recognition in public by the Nazis, who were engaged in 
wholesale confiscation of all Masonic Lodge properties. 
Freemasonry went undercover, and this delicate flower assumed 
its role as a symbol of Masonry surviving throughout the reign of 
darkness. 
 
In 1936 the Winterhilfswerk (a non- Masonic winter charity drive) 
held a collection and used and distributed the same symbol, again 
with its obvious charitable connotation. Some of the Masons who 
remembered the 1926 Communication possibly also wore it later 
as a sign of recognition. We have no evidence of that and its 
general signification still was charity, but not specifically Masonic 
charity. 
 
During the ensuing decade of Nazi power a little blue Forget Me 
Not flower worn in a Brother’s lapel served as one method 
whereby brethren could identify each other in public (although 
even then it was not always safe to wear any non-Nazi pin), and 
in cities and concentration camps throughout Europe. The Forget 
Me Not distinguished the lapels of countless brethren who 
staunchly refused to allow the symbolic Light of Masonry to be 
completely extinguished. 
 
When the Grand Lodge of the Sun was reopened in Bayreuth in 
1947, by Past Grand Master  Beyer, a little pin in the shape of a 
Forget Me Not was officially adopted as the emblem of that first 
annual convention of the brethren who had survived the bitter 
years of semi-darkness to rekindle the Masonic Light. 
 
At the first Annual Convent of the new United Grand Lodges Of 

Germany AF&AM (VGLvD), in 1948 Bro. Theodor Vogel, Master 
of the Lodge “Zum weißen Gold am Kornberg”, in Selb (then in 
Western-occupied Germany), remembered the 1926 and 1936 
pin, had a few hundred made and started handing it out as a 
Masonic symbol wherever he went. When Brother Vogel was later 
elected GM of the Grand Lodge AF&AM of Germany and visited a 
Grand Masters’ conference in Washington, DC, he distributed. 

 
But is the story True? 

 

Information about the Masonic tradition surrounding the blue 
forget me not amounts to very little. It is true that the flower was 
used by some German Masons about 1926, and it appears likely 
that in March 1938 some of them did wear it again as a Nazi 
badge, even though by an extraordinary coincidence, it had been 
chosen as a Masonic emblem twelve years earlier. It is likely not 
true that it was ever worn after March 1938 as a secret mean of 
recognition. 
 
However, even if many German Masons (together with the great 
majority of German citizens of that time) never objected to the 
Nazi politics and went so far as to support Hitler, some were 
brave enough to fight him openly. 
 
Based on the membership of all the then existing German 
Lodges, it is likely that around 1 or 2%. Out of the 174 Lodges 
which participated in the creation of the first United Grand Lodge 
of Germany, five only belonged to the Symbolical Grand Lodge of 
1930, the only German Grand Lodge which resisted Hitler. 
 
For human and political reasons as well, those Masons who 
thought it their duty to rebuild German Freemasonry once the War 
was over could hardly tell the whole truth to their foreign brethren. 
I personally believe they might have told the story of those dark 
years in a different way, but I am ready to admit that it is probably 
easier to say so in 2009 than it was in the 1950s. 
 
Accordingly a legend was born. Not the legend of the forget-me-
not, but that of a German Freemasonry too weak to resist, banned 
as soon as Hitler became Chancellor of the Reich, wearing a 
badge on the streets and – of all things ! – in concentration 
camps. That legend was likely born as the result of an 
unconscious effort to inhibit the past as well as a conscious 
maneuver. It was believed not only because it was the logical 
thing to do, but also because it was reassuring to imagine 
Freemasons acting according to their ideals, fighting for freedom 
and defending it. 

 
Lets keep it at that and let us admit to the 
Masonic Brotherhood of the blue Forget Me 
Not  and thus did a simple flower blossom 
forth into a symbol of the fraternity, and 
become perhaps the most widely worn 
emblem among Freemasons in Germany. 
 

In the years since adoption, its significance world-wide has 
been attested to by the tens of thousands of brethren who 
now display it with meaningful pride. 

 

Last month, readers were quizzed with finding a ñhiddenò Masonic 
symbol within the newsletter.  The Forget Me Not was the hidden 
symbol, found as the background for Lexington Floristôs ad. 

Pin worn by German 
Masons during WWII 
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Gotthold Ephraim Lessing (January 22, 1729 ï February 15, 1781) was a German writer, philosopher, dramatist, publicist, 

and art critic, and one of the most outstanding representatives of the Enlightenment era. His plays and theoretical writings substantially 
influenced the development of German literature. He is widely considered by theatre historians to be the first dramturg. Lessing was born 
in Kamenz, a small town in Saxony. His father was a clergyman and the author of theological writings. After visiting Latin School in 
Kamenz (from 1737 onwards) and the Fürstenschule St. Afrain Meissen (from 1741 onwards) he studied theology and medicine 
inLeipzig (1746–1748).  From 1748 to 1760 he lived in Leipzig and Berlin and worked as reviewer and editor for, amongst others, 
the Vossische Zeitung. In 1752 he took his Master's degree in Wittenberg. From 1760 to 1765 he worked in Breslau (now Wrocław) as 
secretary to General Tauentzien. In 1765 he returned to Berlin, only to leave again in 1767 to work for three years as a dramturg and 
adviser at the German National Theatre in Hamburg. There he met Eva König, his future wife. 

In 1770 Lessing became a librarian at the Herzog-August-Bibliothek in Wolfenbüttel. His tenure there was interrupted by many travels. For 
example, in 1775 he journeyed to Italy accompanied by Prince Leopold. 

In 1771 Lessing was initiated into Freemasonry in the lodge "Zu den drei Rosen" in Hamburg. 
 

In 1776 he married Eva König, who was then a widow, in Jork (near Hamburg). She died in 1778 after giving birth to a short-lived son. On 15 February 1781, Lessing, 
aged 52, died during a visit to the wine dealer Angott in Brunswick. 

Lessing was also famous for his friendship with Jewish-German philosopher Moses Mendelssohn. In his celebrated biography of Mendelssohn's famous 
grandson, Felix, Larry Todd describes their friendship as one of the most "illuminating metaphors [for] the clarion call of the Enlightenment for religious tolerance". 

Lessing was a poet, philosopher and critic. His theoretical and critical writings are remarkable for their often witty and ironic 
style and their unerring polemics. Hereby the stylistic device of dialogue met with his intention of looking at a thought from 
different angles and searching for elements of truth even in the arguments made by his opponents. For him this truth was 
never solid or something which could be owned by someone but always a process of approaching. 

Early in his life, Lessing showed interest in the theatre. In his theoretical and critical writings on the subject—as in his own 
plays—he tried to contribute to the development of a new bourgeois theatre in Germany. With this he especially turned 
against the then predominant literary theory of Gottsched and his followers. He particularly criticized the simple imitation of the 
French example and pleaded for a recollection of the classic theorems of Aristotle and for a serious reception 
of Shakespeare's works. He worked with many theatre groups (e.g. the one of the Neuberin). 

In Hamburg he tried with others to set up the German National Theatre. Today his own works appear as prototypes of the 
later developed bourgeois German drama. Scholars generally see MiÇ Sara Sampson and Emilia Galotti as the 
first bourgeois tragedies, Minna von Barnhelm (Minna of Barnhelm) as the model for many classic German comedies, Nathan 
the Wise(Nathan der Weise) as the first German drama of ideas ("Ideendrama"). His theoretical writings Laocoon and Hamburg Dramaturgy (Hamburgische 

Dramaturgie) set the standards for the discussion of aesthetic and literary theoretical principles. Lessing advocated that dramaturgs 
should carry their work out working directly with theatre companies rather than in isolation. 

In his religious and philosophical writings he defended the faithful Christian's right for freedom of thought. He argued against the belief in 
revelation and the holding on to a literal interpretation of the Bible by the predominant orthodox doctrine through a problem later to be 
called Lessing's Ditch. Lessing outlined the concept of the religious "Proof of Power": How can miracles continue to be used as a base 
for Christianity when we have no proof of miracles? Historical truths which are in doubt cannot be used to prove metaphysical truths 
(such as God's existence). As Lessing says it: "That, then, is the ugly great ditch which I cannot cross, however often and however 
earnestly I have tried to make that leap." 

As a child of the Enlightenment he trusted in a "Christianity of Reason", which oriented itself by the spirit of religion. He believed that 
human reason (initiated by criticism and dissent) would develop, even without help by a divine revelation. 

In addition, he spoke up for tolerance of the other world religions in many arguments with representatives of the predominant schools of 
thought (e.g. within the "Anti-Goeze"). He also worked this position into his dramatic work (in Nathan der Weise) when he was forbidden 
to publish further theoretical writings. In his writing The Education of Humankind (Die Erziehung des Menschengeschlechts) he 

extensively and coherently lays out his position. 

The idea of freedom (for the theatre against the dominance of its French model; for religion from the church's dogma) is his central theme 
throughout his life. Therefore he also stood up for the liberation of the upcoming bourgeoisie from the nobility making up their minds for them. 

In his own literary existence he also constantly strove for independence. But his ideal of a possible life as a free author was hard to keep up against the economic 
constraints he faced. His project of authors self-publishing their works, which he tried to accomplish in Hamburg with C. J. Bode, failed. 

Lessing is important as a literary critic for his work Laocoon: An Essay on the Limits of Painting and Poetry. In this work, he argues against the tendency to 
take Horace's ut pictura poesis (as painting, so poetry) as prescriptive for literature. In other words, he objected to trying to write poetry using the same devices as one 
would in painting. Instead, poetry and painting each has its character (the former is extended in time; the latter is extended in space). This is related to Lessing's turn 
from French classicism to Aristotelian mimesis, discussed above. 

"It is not the truth that a man possesses, or believes that he possesses, but the earnest effort which he puts forward to reach the truth, which constitutes the worth of a 
man. For it is not by the possession, but the search after truth that he enlarges his power, wherein alone consists his ever-increasing perfection."  
            -Gotthold Ephriam Lessing 

Gotthold Ephriam Lessing 

The house in front of the library in 
Wolfenb¿ttel where Lessing lived. 

The grave of Gotthold 
Ephraµm Lessing at the 
Magni Friedhof, 
Braunschweig.  
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What are we, as Masons, thinking of in this day and age which 
will give us a better way of life? 

Do we challenge ourselves with thoughts which broaden our 
outlook of mankind and of ourselves, or are we stagnated with 
quests for greater attendance, letter perfect ritual, candidates for 
concordant bodies, or the cost of fuel oil? 

Freemasonry of the 18th century was pregnant with ideas which 
underscored the history of that century. While Freemasonry 
even then had its share of candidates who were only curious 
and those who were status seekers, it provided a congenial 
atmosphere to bring men together to seek out the developing 
ideas of the century. 

The German dramatist and critic, Gotthold Ephraim Lessing, 
born January 22, 1729, and died February 15, 1781, who has 
been called the Martin Luther of 18th century Germany, was 
drawn to Masonry by its profession in the universal brotherhood 
of man. It is a sad note that Lessing felt disillusioned in the Craft 
because of his initiation, and because of the actions of its 
members generally. 

The Craft enjoyed a reputation which was not lived up to in 
practice.  Gotthold Lessing was known to the Masons of the 
second quarter of this century, for the grand lodge names in his 
honour, in Czechoslovakia. The Grand Lodge Lessing of the 
Three Rings was formed by thirty-one German speaking lodges 
in Czechoslovakia after the disintegration of the Hapsburg 
Monarchy following World War I. 

This Grand Lodge went into darkness when it was crushed by 
Hitler’s Nazis following the appeasement which was supposed 
to bring peace to the world. 

The purpose of this is to share with you a part of one of his 
writings which has been called perhaps on the of the noblest 
pleas for toleration ever written. The play, or rather dramatic 
poem, Nathan the Wise, was written in 1778-79, seven years 
after Lessing was made a Mason at the residence of Baron von 
Rosenberg in Hamburg, Germany. 

Nathan the Wise is set in Jerusalem during the reign of Saladin, 
from 1187 to 1193. The three main characters are Nathan, a 
rich Jewish merchant of Jerusalem, the Sultan Saladin, and a 
young Templar whose life has been spared by Saladin after his 
capture during the fourth Crusade. 

These three main characters represent the three great religions 
of the world – Jewish, Moslem and Christian.  Further, with 
Nathan and Saladin we have a confrontation between a man of 
wisdom and toleration of the ages, and a man whose temporal 
powers could be limited only by his death. 

Lessing’s story of the three rings was not original with him, but 
rather was taken form the Decameron, written by the Italian 
Giovani Boccaccio, 1348 – 1353. The story briefly is that 
Saladin needs money for more wars, and he seeks to trick the 

Jewish merchant out of his great wealth.  

The Jew is called upon to tell which of the three great religions 
he considers the true one. If he names his own, he offends the 
Sultan; but if he names another, he denies his own. His 
response after due deliberation is the priceless story of three 
rings, the seeking of the difference between true and false 
religion. 

Lessing’s pleas for toleration as expressed by the Judge in the 
story is but another term for brotherly love, the first tenet of the 
profession as Masons. 

 

ñBy the exercise of Brotherly Love, we are taught to regard the 
whole human species as one family-the high and low, rich and 
poor, who, as created by one Almighty parent, and inhabitants 
of the same planet, are to aid, support, and protect each other. 
On this principle, Masonry unites men of every country, sect and 
opinion, and conciliates true friendship among those who might 
otherwise remain at a perpetual distance.ò 

 

Here we have the foundation on which Masonry can exist, bring 
together all men, and truly be a brotherhood of man!  The virtue 
of toleration, however, is not easily attainted. It must grow out of 
the successful resolution of conflicts. If we can have true 
brotherly love for those whose religious beliefs of existence and 
eternal salvation deny our own, then what other differences 
could be insurmountable? 

I give you Nathan’s story as an oasis at which you may stop and 
rest from your daily toil. May its ideas be the waters which will 
refresh you. May you continue on to the east, using our gift of 
thought so that your way of life will make you a better man.  The 
prologue of the story shows Saladin trying to set a trap for 
Nathan. 
 

SALADIN – Since so great 

your wisdom, I pray you tell 

me what belief, what law has 

most commended itself to 

you? 

 

NATHAN – Sultan, I am a 

Jew. 

 

SALADIN - And I a 

Mussulman. Between us is the Christian. Now, but one of all these three 

religions can be true. A man like you stands not where accident of birth 

has cast him. If he so remain, it is from judgment, reason, choice of best. 

Impart to me your judgment; let me hear the reasons I’ve no time to 

seek myself. 

 

[Saladin then gives Nathan a few hurried moments to contemplate on 

this question along. After a soliloquy by Nathan, Saladin returns to be 

told this story.] 

A play written by Gotthold E. Lessing  

Our League of Extraordinary Masons 

featured Brother for the month of February 
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NATHAN - In gray antiquity there lived a man in Eastern lands who had 

received a ring of priceless worth from a beloved hand. Its stone, an 

opal, flashed a hundred colors, and had the secret power of giving favor, 

in sight of Good and man, to him who wore it with a believing heart. 

What wonder then this Eastern man would never put the ring from off his 

finger, and should so provide that to his house it be preserved forever? 

Such was the case. Unto the best beloved among his sons he left the 

ring, enjoining that he in turn bequeath it to the son who should be 

dearest; and the dearest ever, in virtue of the ring, without regard to 

birth, be of the house the prince and head. You understand me, Sultan? 

 

SALADIN – Yes; go on! 

 

NATHAN - From son to son the ring descending, came to one, the sire 

of three; of whom all three were equally obedient; whom all three he 

therefore must with equal love regards. And yet from time to time now 

this, now that, and now the third, – as each alone was buy, the others 

not dividing his fond heart, appeared to him the worthiest of the ring; 

which then, with loving weakness, 

he would promise to each in turn. 

Thus it continued long. Be he must 

die; and then the loving father was 

sore perplexed. It grieved him thus 

to wound two faithful sons who 

trusted in his word; but what to do? 

In secrecy he calls an artist to him, 

and commands of him two other 

rings, the pattern of his own; and 

bids him neither cost nor pains to 

spare to make them like, precisely 

like to that. The artist’s skill 

succeeds. He brings the ring, and 

e’en the father cannot tell his own. 

Relieved and joyful, summons he his sons, each by himself; to each one 

by himself he gives his blessing, and his ring – and dies. You listen, 

Sultan? 

 

SALADIN - (who, somewhat perplexed, has turned away) – Yes; I hear, 

I hear. But bring your story to an end. 

 

NATHAN - ‘Tis ended; For what remains would tell itself. The father was 

scarely dead when each brings forth his ring, and claims the headship. 

Questioning ensues, strife, and appeal to law; but all in vain. The 

genuine ring was not to be distinguished; - (after a pause, in which he 

awaits the Sultanôs answer) As undistinguishable as with us the true 

religion. 

 

SALADIN – That you answer to me? 

 

NATHAN – But my apology for not presuming between the rings to 

judge, which with design the father ordered undistinguishable. 

 

SALADIN – The rings? You trifle with me. The religions I named to you 

are plain to be distinguished – e’en in the dress, e’en in the food and 

drink. 

 

NATHAN – In all except the grounds on which they rest. Are they not all 

founded on history, traditional or written? History can be accepted only 

upon trust. Whom now are we the least inclined to doubt? Not our own 

people – out own blood; not those who from our childhood up have 

proved their love; ne’er disappointed, save when disappointment was 

wholesome to us? Shall my ancestors receive less faith from me, than 

yours from you? Reverse it; Can I ask you to belie your fathers, and 

transfer your father to mine? Or yet, again, holds not the same as 

Christians? 

 

SALADIN - (By heavens, the man is right! Iôve naught to answer.) 

 

NATHAN – Return we to our rings. As I have said, the sons appealed to 

law, and each took oath before the judge that from his father’s hand he 

had the ring, – as we indeed the truth; and had received his promise 

long before, one day the ring, with all its privileges, should be his own, – 

as was not less the truth. The father could not have been false to him 

each one maintained; and rather than allow upon the memory of so dear 

a father such stain to rest, he must against his brothers, though gladly 

he would nothing but the best believe of them, bring charge of treachery; 

means would he find the traitors to expose, and be revenged on them. 

 

SALADIN – And now the judge? I long to hear what words you give the 

judge. Go on! 

 

NATHAN - Thus spoke the judge: Produce your father at once before 

me, else from my tribunal do I dismiss you. Think you I am hear to guess 

your riddles? Either would you wait until the genuine ring shall speak? – 

But hold! A magic power in the true ring resides, as I am told, to make its 

wearer loved – pleasing to God and man. Let that decide. For in the 

false can no such virtue lie. Which one among you, then, do two love 

best? Speak! Are you silent? Work the rings but backward, not outward? 

Loves each one himself the best?  Then cheated 

cheats are all of you! The rings all three are 

false.  The genuine ring was lost; and to conceal, 

supply the lost, the father made three in place of 

one. 

 

SALADIN – Oh, excellent! 

 

NATHAN – Go, therefore, said the judge, unless 

my counsel you’d have in place of sentence. IT 

were this: accept the case exactly as it stands. 

Had each his ring directly from his father, let each 

believe his own genuine. ‘Tis possible your father 

would no longer his house to one ring’s tyranny 

subject; and certain that all three of you he loved, 

loved equally, since two he would not humble, that one might be exalted. 

Let each one to his unbought, impartial love aspire; each with the others 

vie to bring to light the virtue of the stone within his ring; Let gentleness, 

a hearty love of peace, benefiance, and perfect trust in God, come to its 

help. Then if the jewel’s power among your children’s children be 

revealed, I bid you in a thousand, thousand years again before this bar. 

A wise man than I shall occupy this seat, and speak. Go! – Thus the 

modest judge dismissed them. 

 

SALADIN – God! 

 

NATHAN – If therefore, Saladin, you feel yourself that promised, wiser 

man - 

 

SALADIN – (rushing to him, and seizing his hand, which he holds to the 

end). I? Dust! – I? Naught! Oh God! 

 

NATHAN – What moves you, Sultan? 

 

SALADIN – Nathan, Nathan! Not ended are the thousand, thousand 

years your judge foretold; not mine to claim his seat. Go, go! – But be 

my friend. 

 

 

Brethren, so mote it be! 

 

 

This essay was originally presented by Worshipful Brother Richard 

L. Rhoda at the March 16, 1981 meeting of the Maine Lodge of 

Research and served as his inspiration for the year long consideration of 

religious toleration by The Maine Lodge of Research through its several 

non-Masonic guest speakers. 
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Interested in advertising in our newsletter? - See Mike Anderson for rates and information. 917-7071 
Copies of Elsewhere About the LodgeÊ are available upon request. 

 

 
 

See Brother Doug Brooks 
1102 West Main Street 
Lexington, SC 29072 

Next Door to Lexington Florist 

Phone: 803 466-5677 
Check out the quality craftsmanship at 

www.oldhickorybuildings.com 

When Second Best Wonõt Do 

 
 

 
 

Andrew Greig  
Lead Technician 

 

    Phone (803) 542-0315        gryphonservice@yahoo.com 

 

Auto Repair, 24 Hour Towing  

Painting and Auto Rebuilding Specialist  

Glenn A. Mitchum 
134 Fieldcrest Court 
Lexington, SC 29072 

 

Office: 803 957-2011 
  Cell:  803 920-1154 
  Fax:  803 957-3658 

Past Master, Shandon Lodge 
Columbia, SC 

In a ditch?  Call Mitch! 

Pontoon Repairs and Cleaning 
Furniture Replacement 
Aluminum Welding 
Re-Carpeting 
Re-Decking 

Brother Reggie McCaston  917-6054 
pontoonrebuilders@yahoo.com 
 

 P ontoon  R ebuilders  

 Complete Pontoon Makeover  

250 Hallmark Drive 
Lexington, SC 29072 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Feature the fun, festive sound of 107.9 WLXM at 
your next event -  Professional  DJ 

Entertainment (803) 917 -0458  

More info at www.lakemurrayradio.com  

Gryphon Services, LLC 
Heating & Air, Electrical and Indoor Air Quality 

Advertising in Elsewhere About the Lodge is afford-
able and economical.  Ad rates are $5 per month or 
$50 per year.  Proceeds help offset the cost of mail-
ing copies to brothers who do not have email and 
have requested a copy be mailed. 
If you would like to place an ad with us, contact 
Mike Anderson at 917-7071 or by email at the lodge 
email address: lexlodge152@gmail.com.  

www.cdcsllc.com  

Professional Printing, Graphic Design, 

Websites & Computer Services 

115-C Library Hill Lane 
Lexington, SC 29072 

803.785.4242 

Computer Design  

Consulting Service, LLC  

http://www.oldhickorybuildings.com
http://www.oldhickorybuildings.com
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Prayer List for the Sick/Recovering 
 

Jamie Trent, dealing with heart-related issues. 
Jim Hamilton, recovering from heart attack. 
Cooper Hardy, grandson of Wayne Arnold, nephew of Paul and  
           Richard Arnold - battling Leukemia. 
Harry Anderson, Pacific 325, father of Mike Anderson, Lowman Home. 
James McGraw and wife, Katherine. 
David ñBig Birdò Key, foot and diabetes issues. 
Severn Ray, father in law of Doug Brooks, battling cancer. 
Robert Storey, dealing with illness. 
Ralph Archer, recovering from illness. 
 

Prayer List for Brothers serving our country in the  military 
 

Steven Hughes Aaron Petry 
 

In Remembrance 
 

Judson Wingard John Dial Smith, Sr. 
M. L. Snelgrove Karson Corley James T. Barr 
 

Supreme Lord of all the Universe, hear our impassioned plea, 
May we all Live by the tenets which thou gave Freemasonry. 
And may all of Manõs endeavors with his fellow man compare, 

With the noble and sublime ways of the Compass and the Square. 

 

Please say a prayer for "Darkhorse" 3rd Battalion 5th Marines 
and their families. They are fighting it out in Afghanistan and they 
have lost 9 marines.  
  
Rest in peace: Justin Allen, 23, Brett Linley, 29, Matthew Weik-
ert, 29, Justus Bartett, 27, Dave Santos, 21, Chase Stanley, 21 
Jesse Reed, 26, Matthew Johnson, 21, Zachary Fisher, 24, 
Brandon King, 23, Christopher Goeke, 23, Sheldon Tate, 27. 
  
All are Marines that gave their lives for YOU.  
Please Honor THEM. 

Brother Judson Wingard                            January 11th 

Judson Harman Wingard, 88, died Wednesday, 
January 11, 2012. Judson was a hard-working, self-
educated, enterprising man, who never stopped 
thinking about how things work and how to improve 
them. His career began with 3 years of tree trimming 
at Davey Tree Co. He served 2Â½ years with the 
Army 8th Air Force in England during World War II. 
He then worked for South Carolina Electric and Gas 
Co. for 37 years and was the District Manager of 

Lexington for 27 of those years. He began Wingard's Nursery as a 
hobby in the 1960s and made it his (and his wife, Margie's) full-time 
occupation after he retired from SCE&G. He shared his love of 
growing plants with his family, friends, employees and thousands of 
customers over the last 50 years. He also liked to farm and to fish. 
He was a past president of the Lexington Chamber of Commerce 
and a member of the Lions Club for over 50 years. 
"Pa Jut", as he has been known by his family for the last 35 years, is 
loved, honored and treasured by his wife of 63 years, Marjorie 
Hendrix Wingard; his four daughters, Gail Wingard Buff, Marilyn 
Wingard, Delores Wingard Steinhauser and Phyllis Wingard Bowen; 
his sons-in law, Wayne Buff, Wally Steinhauser, and Jeff Bowen; his 
grandchildren, Elliot and Kim Buff, Ryan and Julia Buff, Jesse and 
Perryn Freeman, Meredith Freeman, Jordan Steinhauser, Zachary 
Steinhauser, and Jeremy Bowen; his great-grandchildren, Delany 
Buff, Merrit Buff, Tempe Freeman, and Sara Freeman, and the many 
current and former employees of Wingard's Nursery who knew him 
as a father-figure, mentor and friend. 
He was the son of the late Herbert T. Wingard and Ethel Harman 
Wingard, of Lexington. He was a life-time member of Pilgrim 
Lutheran Church, where he served in many leadership capacities. 
His funeral service will be held there on Saturday, January 14, at 
11:00 am. Visitation will be held at Caughman-Harman Funeral 
Home, North Lake Drive, Lexington, on Friday, January 13, from 
6:00 pm â€' 8:00 pm. Memorials may be made to Pilgrim Lutheran 
Church, 1430 North Lake Drive, Lexington, SC 29072, where they 
will be dedicated to a landscape beautification project at the church. 

There, under the protection of the All-Seeing Eye, amid 

the smiles of Immutable Love, in that house not made with 

hands, eternal in the heavens... 

Word from the Chaplain  Prayers  Sick List   Obituaries  Remembrance 

Dear Brethren 
 

As I build from the northeast corner I find myself looking at ways to 
gather more light. Having been raised only a short time ago I thought, 
“How will I teach the brethren of my Lodge anything they don’t already 
know”. As he always does the good Lord shows us the way.  
Sitting in Sunday school recently, as we were studying Joseph in Gene-
sis; I thought, “Forgiveness now that is something I can talk about”. 
There are 119 verses in the Bible that contain a form of the word, 
“Forgiveness”.  Joseph said to his brothers, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the 
place of God? You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to 
accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. (Genesis 
50: 19-20). Joseph did not see himself as a victim, he accepted God’s 
plan for his life.  
I am not sure I could have forgiven my brothers if they had sold me into 
slavery, but now as I grow into my Masonic life, I look at things different-
ly. R.T. Kendall once said, “When everything in you wants to hold a 
grudge, point a finger and remember the pain, God wants you to lay it 
aside. Because when you release it, you will be set free”. We learn to 
love through forgiveness, remember that in your heart you have the 
power to start over. There cannot be Brotherly Love without forgiveness. 
So to build on my journey to more light I must learn to be more forgiving 
in all that I do. Every man is subject to error by thought, by deed and by 
word. If you find yourself in that position, ask for Forgiveness. Giving 
forgiveness is not a favor we bestow on someone, but is the biggest 
favor we can bestow on ourselves.  
Please pray for our distressed brethren, the families of those who have 
passed on, and don’t forget about our service men and women through-
out the world. 
 

Fraternally yours,  
 

Neil Baker, Chaplain  Please forward any prayer concern you 
have to:  nbaker2005@earthlink.net. 
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Cayce Lodge #384 
Business Meeting 

6:45 pm 

On this date in 
1909, Harry S. 
Truman received 
his 1st degree  
in Belton Lodge  
#450, Missouri.  

On this date in 
1811, the Grand 
Lodge of the 
District of 
Columbia was 
formed in 

Washington D.C.  

On this date in 1853, the 
Grand Lodge of Minnesota 
was formed.  

Gotthold Ephriam 
Lessing died on this 

date in 1781. 

On this date in  
1909, U.S. President 
William Howard Taft 
received his 1st degree in 
Kilwinning Lodge #356, 

Cincinnati, Ohio.  

On this date in 1887, 
Sir Arthur Conan  
Doyle received his 2nd 

degree.  

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

    ρ ς σ τ 
 

υ φ χ ψ ω ρπ ρρ 

ρς ρσ ρτ ρυ ρφ ρχ ρψ 

ρω ςπ ςρ ςς ςσ ςτ ςυ 

ςφ ςχ ςψ ςω ρ ς σ 

            

Supper 6:45 
Meeting 7:30 

Business 
Meeting 

 
Dates are subject to change.  Please check the web site 

for current information: www.lexington152.org 
Many thanks to Brother John Sprawls for his dedicated 

work keeping the site up to date!  

Today THRU 
Sunday, Feb. 12th 
12th Annual Shrine 

Circus @ Jamil 
Temple 

Visit the Grand Lodge Calendar at: 
http://www.scgrandlodgeafm.org/calendar1.html 
There you will find a comprehensive calendar of 
Masonic events across the state of S.C.  

Sinclair Lodge #154 
Business Meeting   
6:45 pm (Feb.2nd) 
 
Boyleston #123 
Business Meeting 
6:45 pm (Feb. 2nd) 
 
Elmore Lodge #288 
Business Meeting 
6:45 pm (Feb. 2nd) 
 
Gaston Lodge #382 
BM  6:45 pm (Feb. 2nd) 

On this date in 1988,  
a group of Masonic  
leaders met with  
President Ronald Reagan; the 
Grand Master of DC presented 
him with a certificate, and the 
Scottish Rite and  
Shrine made him  
an honorary  
member  
of those bodies.  

Dentsville #398 
Business Meeting 

7:30-9:30 pm 
(Feb. 7th) 

 
Broad River 377, Stated 
Communication, Official 

Visit by Grand Master 
(Feb. 7th)  

Important Dates in History    Meeting Dates for 8th District Lodges  

At one time, Golden Lodge #5, Stanstead, Canada occupied a lodge room, 

which straddled the boundary between Canada and the United States.  

There were entrances on both sides of the border.  

Cayce Lodge #384 
Fellowcraft 

6:45 pm 

Columbia Scottish Rite 
Business Meeting  
7:30pm ð 8:30pm  
7230 Garners Ferry Rd 

On this date in 
1981 the Grand 
Lodge of Alaska 
was organized. 

York  Rite  
Chair Degrees  
Start @ 10 am 
1518 Hampton St. 
Columbia 

Oliver Lodge #133 
Business Meeting & EA 

7:30 pm 

Batesburg Lodge #133 
Business Meeting 

8:00 pm 

Springdale Lodge #412 
Business Meeting 

7:30 pm 

Tall Cedars of Lebanon 
12 Noon 

Sinclair #154 

Elmore Lodge #288 
Fellowcraft 

7:30 pm 

Sinclair Lodge #154 
Master Mason 

6:45 pm 

Fort Jackson #374 
Master Mason 

Meal @ 6:30 pm 

Supper 6:45 
Meeting 7:30 

EA 
Degree 

Calendar Items with Square & Compass 
Indicate Lexington Lodge Event. 


